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Picking up a bundle of blanks, Edison placed himself at the
table assigned to him. "Ready!" he signaled, and the message
began to pour in. Faster and faster came the words, but Edison
was eqaal to the job. As his fingers flew over the sheets, he
glanced up; and then for the first time he understood the grin on
the other fellows' faces. So they wanted to show him up, did they?
Very well, he would teach them a lesson! Opening the key of his
instrument, he tapped to the galloping operator at the other end:
"Gome on, boy, don't go to sleep. Shake yourself and get busy
with the other foot."

The New York operator surrendered, and the clerks in the
Boston office rushed up to Edison and showered him with their
congratulations. Right then and there they acknowledged him as
the fastest telegraph operator in the Western Union.

Ill

"ANY DAMN FOOL knows that a wire can't be worked both ways."
Again and again the skeptics kept reminding Edison of this natu-
ral "fact." But Edison persisted in his experiments and proved
the "fact" to be a fiction. In the May issue of 1868, the Journal
of the Telegraph made the announcement that Edison had
"achieved the impossible." A few months later, the following note
appeared in the same journal:

"T. A. Edison has resigned his situation in the Western Union
office, Boston, and will devote his time to bringing out his in-
ventions."

A daring step for a penniless young man. It meant foodless
days and sleepless nights. Offers to sell his inventions, delays, re-
fusals, disappointments, but never despair. "You wait, they will
come to me yet."

And they came to him sooner even than he had dreamed. A
shrewd businessman for whom Edison had once worked, General
Marshal Lefferts, was watching his inventions. He saw their finan-
cial possibilities. One day he summoned the hungry young wizard